
PROJECT HIGHLIGHTS

LOCATION:  
Lake Maracaibo, Venezuela

SITUATION:  
To replace existing steel pipe 
lines that are in need of repair or 
replacement and with a potential 
for failures due to excessive 
corrosion

PRODUCTS:  
2” FlexCord Linepipe Anti-buoyant                    

OPERATING CONDITIONS: 
1,000 psi to 1,400 psi 
82°F (28°C) to 100°F (38°C)

SERVICES: 
Linepipe installation and 
supervision

RESULTS:  
Faster, safe and more cost-
effective installation versus steel 
pipe

FLEXCORDTM LINEPIPE ANTI-BUOYANT SHALLOW WATER PROJECT

When a composite non-corrosive 
pipe was needed for a shallow 
water application, PDVSA turned 
to Shawcor for the solution.
Oil production activities in Lake Maracaibo started in 1922. Operations and 
development increased over time, and as a result, there are thousands of 
kilometers of corroded steel pipe lines that are in need of repair or replacement 
as of today. In order to continue major operations, Petróleos de Venezuela, S.A 
(PDVSA) needed a viable solution for their production and gas injection lines.

PDVSA decided to use 2” FlexCord Linepipe Anti-buoyant (FCLP AB) for their 
gas lift injection lines for several key reasons. PDVSA reduced installation 
time and costs by up to 35% when compared to previous installations 
and repairs using steel. In addition, the anti-buoyant properties of 2” 
FCLP AB significantly reduced the anchoring requirements. The length 
of the injection lines vary from 600 meters to 4,000 meters and in just 
the first six days of the project, PDVSA was able to install 16 wells.

FCLP AB was shipped in an innovative coil packaging solution inside sea cans, 
holding up to 3.5 kilometers (11,500 feet) per container, and was deployed 
on site using Shawcor’s new re-usable reels. This solution significantly 
reduced PDVSA’s freight costs and made the handling, deployment and 
installation operation result in fewer complications than previous steel pipe 
installations in regards to the safety of the crew and vessel personnel.

Shawcor together with BARCAN, our local Strategic Partner in the region, are 
able to fully support the customer through the entire installation process.

“This technology has solved a great problem for us. Shawcor 
has a good response time and overall service. We are highly 
satisfied.” – PDVSA Lake Maintenance Superintendent
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